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LESSON PLAN

Learners:   Fifteen (15)   6th grade primary- school pupils (Ls) of post-elementary language  level, mixed ability, monolingual (Greek speaking), approx. 11-12 years of age

Lesson duration:  40-45 min

Coursebook "English 6th grade": unit 5 (travelling through time)

Language functions

Talking about past events/habits (real and/or imaginative)

Language focus
1. Structures:   
To revise/further consolidate  the use of Used to when talking about past states and habits
2. Vocabulary: 
Lexis related to clothes and hair styles(e.g. high heeled shoes, bell bottomed pants, ponytail, braids), food (dried fruit, groats)

SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRESENT TEACHING SESSION
[image: image2.png]“Ive prepared a few diferent options.”




It is very important to note here that the lesson was designed by the pupils in cooperation with the teacher of English.  Indeed, there was a fruitful discussion as to which structure to focus upon. It is true that the suggestions were quite many and the job of elimination rather difficult. As soon as we reached an agreement on the structures to be taught, the pupils divided into pairs, came up with a number of very interesting tasks, which we tried to grade according to particular criteria. 
A brief description of the designed teaching session 

Introduction:  Two Ls (Theni & Nicole) explain in brief what the lesson is going to be about.

Warm-up/grammar revision/pre-reading stage: Two Ls (Myrsini & Anna)  help their classmates revise the grammar structures, "USED TO and PAST SIMPLE TENSE" (pptx) , whereas another two (Pantelia & Aspa) ask a number of questions to further facilitate consolidation of  the aforementioned structures and the vocabulary learnt in the particular unit (5).
While -reading  stage: Three  Ls (John, Dennis & Peter) present  their fellow students with a Polish email message, which includes information on Medieval Poland, and ask them to scan the text and fill in a table. As soon as they finish they check the answers and with the teacher's help provide corrections/ feedback, if necessary.

Post -reading stage (production-writing  phase): 
1. This task (by Theodore & Kostas) has to do with a game- like activity, where the Ls are challenged to imagine that they are teachers who live on a weird planet and are asked by their students to recall what weird/strange/ crazy things they used to do and what wise/prudent things they avoided doing when they were  their age. Each group has to make two sentences , one with used to + crazy/weird past habits and another one with the negative form of the structure, i.e., didn't used to + good/wise past habits. As soon as the activity is over, the teachers vote on the most crazy/imaginative/weird sentence. 
2. In the second writing task (Nick & Photis), each group is encouraged to write 1 truth and 1 lie about what they used to do when they were 5 years old . The teachers are politely asked to guess each team's lie.
Finally, two Ls (Stathis & Alex) end the teaching session with a variation of the game, "Bingo".
OPTIONAL/EXTRA (depending on the progress of the lesson/remaining time): Ls pose the teachers the following question, “What did you use to do when you were  teenagers?” and ask them to write their answers on a piece of paper as quickly as possible, so that  they can compare them and find out common answers.
Teaching aims
 →To train learners (Ls) into 

•interacting with a written text and realizing reading as a mental function as well as communicative ability 
• reading for the gist and for extracting specific information  
• transferring information from  a written text to a table, i.e., processing information from  a reading text  to formulate short or longer chunks of written discourse
• working in pairs, groups,  encouraging thus collaborative learning

• developing awareness of what they have observed about the language they have been exposed to and be able to apply it for task completion

→To familiarize them with some of the habits of Medieval Poland
Learning objectives  

→The target Ls are expected to practise 

  • the reading skill of scanning and be able to transfer information (past habits of Medieval Poland)  from a verbal (e-mail message) to a non-verbal (table) mode of communicating by exercising  their  reasoning skills
  • the accurate and appropriate use of USED TO (affirmative/ negative/interrogative forms ), resorting to both their fertile imagination and their knowledge of the given structure
• skill integration

• group collaboration

 Classroom facilities/Aids
 Whiteboard, computer, overhead projector , photocopies

Assumptions 

• Ls are expected to enjoy the lesson as it has been designed mostly making use of their own ideas 

•They are familiar with the skills practised, therefore  they are not expected to face serious difficulties in handling the activities at hand

•They are fond of experimenting with the language 
Anticipated problems 

• The fact that all the pupils have decided to take over as teachers may  cause difficulties in the smooth progress of the session
•Some learners may try to dominate the floor provided they possess a more advanced language level than others, and as a result reserved or linguistically less able pupils may feel intimidated and thus reluctant to participate in the group tasks

•Time allotted may prove insufficient. However, if the remaining activities take place during the  subsequent lesson, learners are unlikely to lose sight of the learning objectives of the whole teaching instruction
Possible solutions

• Obstacles reserved pupils may face could be minimized by clear and precise instructions, i.e., if the pupil-teachers fail to make the goal of their task clear enough, the teacher should be on the alert and provide  appropriate scaffolding. Provision of ample time is another solution, which however may entail expanding task implementation  time, fact that can 'undermine'  the smooth progress of the session and thus completion of the designed lesson plan .Yet, it is of vital importance to stress  that the language teacher's ultimate concern should be to help young learners get essentially involved in the learning process and make the most of it. Such an approach can lead to gradual target language accommodation and assimilation and thus to higher self esteem.
THE LESSON PLAN SCHEMATICALLY

	STAGE/PROCEDURE
	TEACHING AIMS/LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	INTERACTION
	MATERIALS/AIDS
	TIME

	WARM-UP/PRE-READING STAGE
1) Two pupils explain what the teaching session is going to be about
2) Two pupils help their classmates revise the grammar structures, "USED TO & PAST SIMPLE TENSE" by means of a power point presentation

3) Another two pupils,
projecting a file document on the board with some photos, ask a number of questions  regarding the decade of the 60's
	To
↓
• set the 'scene'

• help Ls recall the particular grammatical structures

• activate relevant content/ grammar schemata

• further facilitate consolidation of  USED TO and the vocabulary learnt in the particular unit (bell-bottomed pants, high-heeled shoes, rock n' roll, etc)

	Ls-Ls

	Computer (pptx/ word document)
	10'

	WHILE-READING 

Three Ls hand out a photocopy with a Polish email, which contains the information on Medieval Poland + a table, and encourage  their fellow students to scan the text and fill in the table
As soon as they finish they go around & check if the answers are ok

	To ↓

• assist Ls in  practising the skill  of scanning 
• direct readers towards a careful consideration of what is conveyed in the text, while the teacher is provided an instant feedback of how much the readers have comprehended
•encourage  Ls to transfer  the necessary information from one code of communication to another (text[image: image4.png]


table)
•enrich their knowledge expanding thus their content schemata
	Ls-Ls
	Ph/copy
(e-mail message/table)
	15'

	POST-READING STAGE

(production-writing phase): 

1) Two LS challenge their classmates to imagine that they are teachers, who live on a weird planet,  and  are asked by their pupils what peculiar/funny habits they had when they were at their age (about 10 years old) and what wise/prudent things they avoided doing. Thus, each group has to make up two sentences, one with USED TO+ CRAZY HABITS & one with DIDN'T USE TO + GOOD/SENSIBLE HABITS (3 groups→6 sentences )
The teachers who attend the lesson are politely asked to vote on the funniest/ most strange/ weird sentence.
2) Another 2 pupils invite  each group to write 1 truth and 1 lie about what they used to do when they were 5 years old . The teachers again are challenged to guess each team's lie.


	To↓
 •encourage active participation by means of a game-like activity

 •promote cooperation between Ls and thus promote collaborative skills
• encourage use of imagination and creativity •To  raise linguistic & functional consciousness
→Ls are expected to 
•consolidate the USED TO structure -(affirmative/interrogative & negative forms)- applying metacognitive knowledge, moving from receptive to productive stage 

	Ls-Ls
	
	20-25'

	Two  Ls end the teaching session with a variation of the game BINGO
	To ↓
• help pupils let steam off and mentally relax with a game which serves as a vocabulary consolidation/assimilation activity
	
	
	

	EXTRA (time permitting) 

 Ps pose the teachers the following question, “What did you use to do when you were  teenagers?” and ask them to write their response on a piece of paper as quickly as possible, so that  they can compare them and find out common answers.

	To 

• take advantage of the EFL teachers'  presence and
interact with them through a mini-interview which helps them practise the target structure in a realistic way
	
	
	


MORE IDEAS
POST-READING STAGE: 

1. The class can send back an e-mail message to Magdalena & her pupils, talking about medieval times in Greece accompanied by a table to be filled in by their e-pals.
2. Ls draw a picture as a further response to the text and write down some captions/short texts making use of the newly-learnt lexis, next to the picture.

3.  Ls are asked to cooperate in pairs and create a Haiku or Limerick about the medieval habits in Poland.
4. Ls arranged in pairs. One pupil impersonates the Polish medieval man/woman, whereas the peer assumes the role of the reporter.
5. Ls improvise the lyrics of a song/ write a poem about past habits, real or not.
6. Ls can create short scenes representing past historic times in both Greece & Poland.
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